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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 ) Applicant's amendments filed on October 4, 2004 has been entered. 

2) Applicant's arguments, filed October 4, 2004, with respect to the prior art 
rejection have been fully considered and are persuasive. The prior art rejection of 
previous office action has been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3) Claims 1-5, 7-14, 16-24, 26-29, and 37-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Kara (US 5,717,597). 

As for Claim 1, Kara discloses a method for use with mail piece, comprising: 
requiring, as a precondition of purchasing at least one postal indicium, receipt of 
first information about a purchaser's identity (The purchaser of the postage indicium 
MUST utilize a smart card (186), which is the certificate for identification of purchaser, 
so as to utilize the franking machine. Accordingly, the purchaser's identity must be 
required by whoever issues the smart card and this is a precondition of purchasing at 
least one postal indicium; see col. 5, lines 26-34; and Fig. 1B); 

deriving second information from the first information (by reading it from the 
smart card); 

printing the second information upon the at least one postal indicium (see Figs. 
16A-B; col. 16, lines 35-60); 
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receiving an addressed mail piece with the at least one postal indicium into the 

mail; and 

delivering the mail piece. 

As for Claim 2, Kara discloses the method, wherein the postal indicium is an adhesive 
postage stamp (see Fig. 16A); 

As for Claim 3, Kara discloses the method, wherein the postal indicium is a meter strip 
(see Supra col. 16); 

As for Claim 4, Kara discloses the method, wherein the postal indicium is printed on an 
envelope; 

As for Claim 5, Kara further discloses the method, wherein the postal indicium is printed 
on a post card (see Figs.); 

As for Claim 7, Kara discloses the method, wherein the second information is a visibly 
printed bar code (see supra col. 16); 

As for Claim 8, Kara further discloses the method, wherein the second information is a 
human-readable message (see Id.); 

As for Claim 9, Kara discloses the method including number of postal indicia comprising 
a plurality (see Supra col. 16 for separate indicia), wherein the printing, receiving, and 
delivering steps are carried out with respect to each of the plurality of indicia. 

As for Claim 10, Kara discloses a method for use with mail piece, comprising: 
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requiring, as a precondition of receiving at least one postal indicium, receipt of 
first information about a purchaser's identity (The purchaser of the postage indicium 
MUST utilize a smart card (186), which is the certificate for identification of purchaser, 
so as to utilize the franking machine. Accordingly, the purchaser's identity must be 
required by whoever issues the smart card and this is a precondition of purchasing at 
least one postal indicium; see col. 5, lines 26-34; and Fig. 1B), the postal indicium bear 
second information derived by electronic computation from first information indicative of 
the identity of the purchaser (see col. 16, lines 35-60); 

receiving an addressed mail piece with the at least one postal indicium into the 

mail; and 

delivering the mail piece. 

As for Claim 1 1 , Kara discloses the method, wherein the postal indicium is an adhesive 
postage stamp (see Fig. 16A); 

As for Claim 12, Kara further discloses the method, wherein the indicium is a meter strip 
(see Supra col. 16); 

As for Claim 13, Kara discloses the method, wherein the postal indicium is printed on an 
envelope; 

As for Claim 14, Kara discloses the method, wherein the indicium is printed on a post 
card (see Figs.); 

As for Claim 16, Kara discloses the method, wherein the second information is a visibly 
printed bar code (see Figs. 16 A-B); 
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As for Claim 17, Kara further discloses the method, wherein the second information is a 
human-readable message (see Figs. 16 A-B for the readable message adjacent the 
indicia); 

As for Claim 18, Kara discloses the method including number of postal indicia 
comprising a plurality (see Supra col. 16 for separate indicia), wherein the printing, 
receiving, and delivering steps are carried out with respect to each of the plurality of 
indicia; and 

As for Claim 19, Kara discloses the method wherein the information about the identity is 
cryptographically signed and inherently the postal service checks any cryptographically 
signed information (see Supra col. 5). 

As for Claim 20, Kara discloses a method for use with mail piece, comprising: 
requiring, as a precondition of delivering at least one postal indicium, receipt of 
first information about a purchaser's identity, the postal indicium bearing second 
information derived by electronic computation from first information (The purchaser of 
the postage indicium MUST utilize a smart card (186), which is the certificate for 
identification of purchaser, so as to utilize the franking machine. Accordingly, the 
purchaser's identity must be required by whoever issues the smart card and this is a 
precondition of purchasing at least one postal indicium; see col. 5, lines 26-34; and Fig. 
1B) (see col. 16, lines 35-60); 

receiving an addressed mail piece with the at least one postal indicium into the 

mail; and 
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delivering the mail piece. 

As for Claim 21 , Kara discloses the method, wherein the postal indicium is an adhesive 
postage stamp (see Fig. 1 6A); 

As for Claim 22, Kara further discloses the method, wherein the indicium is a meter 
strip (see Supra col. 16); 

As for Claim 23, Kara discloses the method, wherein the postal indicium is printed on an 
envelope; 

As for Claim 24, Kara further discloses the method, wherein the indicium is printed on a 
post card (see Figs.); 

As for Claim 26, Kara discloses the method, wherein the second information is a visibly 
printed bar code (see Figs. 1 6 A-B); 

As for Claim 27, Kara further discloses the method, wherein the second information is a 
human-readable message (see Id.); 

As for Claim 28, Kara discloses the method including number of postal indicia 
comprising a plurality (see Supra col. 16 for separate indicia), wherein the printing, 
receiving, and delivering steps are carried out with respect to each of the plurality of 
indicia; and 

As for Claim 29, Kara discloses the method wherein the information about the identity is 
cryptographically signed and inherently the postal service checks any 
cryptographically signed information (see Supra cols. 5 and 16). 
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As for Claim 37, Kara discloses an indicium including: 

information indicative of a postage amount printed by a first process (see Figs. 
16 A-b; col. 16, lines 35-60 for separate indicia); 

information indicative of a country printed by the first process (inherently, the 
system will print the country in section in Figs. 16 A-B if the mailing information should 
include the specific country); 

cryptographically signed information indicative of an identity of a purchaser of the 
adhesive postal indicium (see Supra col. 16); 

the cryptographically signed information printed by a different process than the 
first process (see Id.). 

As for Claim 38, Kara discloses a indicia including: 

information indicative of a postage amount printed by a first process (see Figs. 
16 A-B; col. 16, lines 35-60); 

information indicative of a country printed by the first process (inherently, the 
system will print the country in section in Fig. 1 if the mailing information should include 
the specific country); 

cryptographically signed information indicative of an identity of a purchaser of the 
adhesive postal indicium (see Supra col. 16); and 

the cryptographically signed information printed by a different process than the 
first process (see Id.). 
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As for Claim 39, Kara discloses an apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of adhesive indicia including information indicative of a postage 

amount (see Figs. 16 A-B); and information indicative of a country (inherently, the 

system will print the country in section in Fig. 1 if the mailing information should include 

the specific country); and 

a printer printing cryptographically signed information indicative of an identity of a 

purchaser (see Figs. 16 A-B and col. 16, lines 35-60). 

As for Claim 40, Kara discloses a method comprising: 

receiving information indicative of an identity of a purchaser of the adhesive 
postal indicia (The purchaser of the postage indicium MUST utilize a smart card (186), 
which is the certificate for identification of purchaser, so as to utilize the franking 
machine. Accordingly, the purchaser's identity must be required by whoever issues the 
smart card and this is a precondition of purchasing at least one postal indicium; see col. 
5, lines 26-34; and Fig. 1 B) (see col . 1 6, lines 35-60); 

cryptographically signing the information indicative of the identity of the 
purchaser of the adhesive postal indicia (see Supra col. 16); and 

printing upon the adhesive postal indicia, information indicative of the 
cryptographically signed information (see Id.). 

4) Claims .30-31 and 41-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ruat (WO 95/20200). 
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As for Claim 30, Ruat discloses a method for use with mail piece, comprising: 
receiving an addressed mail piece with the at least one postal indicium into the 

mail, the postal indicium bearing information indicative of the identity of the sender (see 

page 10); 

reading the information indicative of the identity of the sender; and 
determining whether the sender whose identity is indicated by the information is 

on the list of expected senders (e.g. see the last paragraph of page 10 for the purpose 

of sorting or recording the mail). 

As for Claim 31 , Ruat discloses the method wherein the information about the identity is 
cryptographically signed and inherently the postal service checks any cryptographically 
signed information (see the 2 nd , 3 rd , paragraphs in page 10). 

As for Claim 41 , Ruat discloses a method comprising: 

receiving a delivered mail piece bearing a postal indicium, the postal indicium 
bearing second information derived by electronic computation from first information 
indicative of the identity of the sender (see page 10); 

reading, by the recipient, the second information (see Id.); and 

determining, by the recipient, whether the sender whose identity is indicated by 
the second information is on the list of expected sender (see the last paragraph in page 
10 for the purpose of sorting or recording the mail). 
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As for Claim 42, Ruat further discloses the method, wherein the information indicative of 
identity that is borne in the postal indicium is cryptographically signed, and the reading 
step further checks the signature (see the 2 nd , 3 rd , paragraphs in page 10). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5) Claims 6, 15, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kara in view of Windel et al. (US 5,953,426). 

Kara discloses the method as recited earlier, but does not expressly disclose the 
method including the limitations in Claims 6, 15, and 25. 

Windel et al. is cited to show a method for use with mail piece, comprising 
wherein the second information is an invisibly printed bar code (as requested by 
USPS; see col. 46). 

Since Kara and Windel et al. are both from the same field of endeavor, the 
purpose disclosed by Windel et al. would have been well recognized in the pertinent art 
of Kara. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art, to print an invisible bar code or human readable 
message, as taught by Windel et al., for the purpose of complying with the postal 
service's proposals (in col. 46). 
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6) Claims 32 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ruat in view of Windel et al.. 

Ruat discloses the method as recited earlier, but does not expressly disclose the 
method including the limitations in Claims 32 and 43. 

Windel et al. is cited to show a method for use with mail piece, comprising 
inspecting the delivered mail piece when the sender is not on the list of expected 

senders (by opening the mail piece when the sender is not matched with the database; 

see the summary of the invention for example). 

Since Ruat and Windel et al. are both from the same field of endeavor, the 
purpose disclosed by Windel et al. would have been well recognized in the pertinent art 
of Ruat. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art, to inspect the delivered mail piece when the 
sender is not on the list of expected senders, as taught by Windel et al., for the purpose 
of identifying the true sender by opening the mailing piece when a manipulation is found 
(see col. 7, lines 32-46). 

Conclusion 

7) The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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US 5,586,036 is cited to show a method and system for processing mail including 
imprinting on a mailpiece mailer identification information. Data is encrypted related to 
the mailpiece with a private key associated with the mailer identification information. 

US 5,774,554 is cited to show methods of verifying use of postage charges in 
respect of mail items. An authentication code is derived from a secret identification of a 
sender and a part of the destination address of the item. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Richard Woo whose telephone number is 703-308- 
7830. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 AM -5:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner s 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on 703-308-2702. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





Richard Woo 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3629 
January 8, 2005 



JOHN G. WEISS 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXA?.'?."^ 
TECHNOLOGY r 



